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Armor Court Reopening Celebrated with Five-Weekend Festival 
at the Cleveland Museum of Art 

CLEVELAND — An equestrian joust, a human chess game. Medieval folk dancing and a 
baroque opera are all a part of a five-weekend Armor Court Festival to celebrate the 
reopening of the Cleveland Museum of Art's legendary Armor Court. The CMA is hosting 
this family festival to explore the age of chivalry with five theme weekends focusing on 
music, theater, tournament games, castles and armor. Most events are free. Each weekend 
will also feature a complementary film and lecture about the different aspects of the Middle 
Ages and Renaissance. Admission to the Armor Court is free. Timed tickets are required, 
however, on Saturdays and Sundays during the festival. To order tickets call the Membership 
and Ticketing Center at 1-888-CMA-0033 or (216) 421-7350. 

Opening Weekend is Sept. 1 8, 19 and 20 and will be marked by an event that harks 
back to Renaissance piazzas — the CMA Chalk Festival, an armual program drawing 
hundreds of participants and thousands of spectators. This Ninth Annual Chalk Festival is 
fi-om 1 1 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 1 8 and 1 9 on the museum's south 
terrace between Rodin's The Thinker and the Fine Arts Garden lagoon. The Chalk Festival 
will feature chalk drawings inspired by Medieval and Renaissance art from the museum's 
permanent collection. Hands-on workshops, a lecture by "Knight in Residence," Paul B. 
Newman, and performances by CMA's ARTCREW, costumed figures based on objects in the 
museum's collection, will also be part of the weekend's festivities. 

The Music Weekend is Sept. 25, 26 and 27. Headlining the events are two 
performances of Dido and Aeneas by Apollo's Fire, at 7:30 p.m. on Friday and Saturday in 
Gartner Auditorium. This dramatic 1 7th-century opera was composed by Henry Purcell and is 
based upon the same tragic mythological love story portrayed in the Flemish tapestries in the 
Armor Court. 
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Prior to each performance, Steven Plank, professor of musicology at the Oberlin Conservatory, will give 
a free lecture about the opera and the museum’s famous tapestries. Tickets for the opera are $10-$26 
with discounts for museum members and senior citizens. To order call the museum's Membership and 
Ticket Center.* 

Other activities during the weekend include music workshops and Kyng Henry’s Touring 
Company — a bevy of strolling musicians conversing with visitors on what life was like during the 16th 
century. 

Shakespeare fans can take in the Theater Weekend on Oct. 2, 3 and 4. Highlighting the 
weekend is a unique interactive theater symposium, Shakespeare, Armor and Richard Illy presented by 
CMA and the Great Lakes Theater Festival. The audience will have a chance to meet the actors and 
the director of Richard III for an in-depth look at the artistic process involved in the production and the 
play's portrayal of royal intrigue, seduction and murder. Other events include stage combat workshops 
for adults and youths and puppet shows for kids. 

The Medieval Games Weekend is Oct. 9, 10 and 11. The museum's south steps will become a 
life-sized chess board for a human chess match on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 10 and 1 1 from 3 to 4:30 
p.m. Professional performers take on the roles of knights, kings and queens and will fight for control 
with the aid of pawns from the audience. Other Medieval "characters" featured that weekend include: 
juggler Patrick Jolly; folk dancers Rigor Morris; and herbalist Judi Strauss. 

The Armor Court Festival will close with an action-packed Castles & Armor Weekend on Oct. 
16, 17 and 18. The grand attraction ■svill be Medieval tournament games by Combatants Keep, a 
professional equestrian jousting troupe from Cincinnati. Spectators can step back in time and enjoy the 
age-old pastime of watching knights in shining armor face off in combat. The tournament games will 
take place on the south lawn facing the lagoon on Saturday and Sunday at 1 1 :30 a.m., 1 :30 p.m. and 3:30 
p.m. After each joust, visitors can stop by the knights' encampment, where they will learn what a knight's 
life was really like in the Middle Ages. Other festivities include a giant Castle Building Project with 
the American Institute of Architects and armored animals from The Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. (A 
complete schedule of the weekends and their events follows.) 

^ ^ if 

Permanent collection exhibitions, audience diversification and public programs related to 
Convening the Community presented at the Cleveland Museum of Art are made possible by a grant from 
the Lila Wailace-Reader's Digest Fund. 
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Saturday, Sept. 12 "Opening Knight,” a black-tie benefit sponsored by CMA's Womens Council, 
will kick off the reopening of the Armor Court on Saturday evening, September 
12. Tickets are $250-$ 1,000 per person, with proceeds helping fund museum 
programming. Guests will dine under a garden tent and dance under the stars 
overlooking the Fine Arts Garden at the south entrance to the museum. Cleveland 
Indians baseball team manager Mike Hargrove, star of the museum's popular 
video tour, and his wife Sharon, will be the gala's honorary Knight and Lady of 
the Ball. (News media contact for the gala; Marge Alge, 216/521-2454.) 

Opening Weekend 

Sept 18,19, 20 

Friday, Sept. 18 Indoor Garden Court: Susan Strasek & David Tessmer will play classical harp 
and flute; bistro fare from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

Concert: Musica Ficta, a Columbian vocal and instrumental ensemble, will 
perform Latin American, baroque and 17th-century Spanish music at 7:30 p.m. in 
Gartner Auditorium. Free tickets are required through the Membership and Ticket 
Center.* 

Film: The Court Jester (USA, 1956), starring Danny Kaye; at 7 p.m. in the 
Lecture Hall. Tickets are $6 ($3 for kids ages 12 and under) at the Membership 
and Ticket Center.* 

Saturday, Sept. 19 Ninth Annual Chalk Festival: 1 1 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the south and north sides of the 
museum. Create your own designs for $5 or $10 per square. Call (216) 421-7340, 
ext. 483 for more information. Continues Sunday. 

Lecture: "Knight in Residence" Paul B. Newman will demonstrate how knights 
wore their suits of armor at 1 p.m. in Recital Hall — a lecture to suit all ages! 

Music: Going for Baroque will perform from 1 1 ;30 a.m. to 1 :30 p.m. on the 
museum's south steps. 

King's Court: Kyng Henry's Touring Company will stroll through the 
museum grounds from 1 1 a.m. to 4 p.m. Visitors can meet King Henry VIII, his 
queen and court. 

Music: Clan Cross will perform Celtic folk music from 2 to 4 p.m. on the 
museum's south steps. 

Hands-on Workshop: Visitors can create a family crest. A drop-in event between 
1 1 a.m. and 4 p.m. on the south lawn under the tent. 

ARTCREW: CMA's art comes to life as performers take on the roles of an 
African Bushcow, an Egyptian Homs, an Indian Narashima and a Medieval 


(more. . .) 



CMA/ Armor Court Festival"4 


Knight. The ARTCREW will stroll throughout the museum's grounds from noon 
to 4 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 20 Ninth Annual Chalk Festival, Lecture, King's Court, Hands-on Workshop, 
Music and ARTCREW: (see Saturday, Sept. 19 listings) 

Family Express Workshop: Families can create objects and images representing 
life in Medieval Europe. A drop-in event between 3 and 5 p.m. in the Indoor 
Garden Court. 

Music: Calvin Stokes & Bill Hughes will perform harp and flute music from 
1 1 :30 a.m. to 1 :30 p.m. on the museum's south steps. 


Music Weekend 

Sept. 25, 26, 27 

Friday, Sept. 25 Concert: The opera Dido and Aeneas will be performed by Apollo's Fire at 

7:30 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium; also at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, Sept. 26. Tickets 
are $10-$26 with discounts for museum members and senior citizens. Available 
through the museum's Membership and Ticket Center.* Steven Plank, professor 
of musicology at the Oberlin Conservatory, will give a free lecture on the opera 
and the museum's famous suite of Flemish tapestries at 6:30 p.m. in the Recital 
Hall; also at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday. 

Indoor Garden Court: Thomas Olson will play the classical lute and guitar; 
bistro fare from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

Film: Les Visiteurs du Soir (France, 1942, subtitles), directed by Marcel Came; at 
7 p.m. in the Lecture Hall. Tickets are $6 ($3 for kids ages 12 and under) at the 
Membership and Ticket Center.* 

Saturday, Sept. 26 Concert: Dido and Aeneas (see Friday, Sept. 25 listing) 

Music Workshop: Learn to make your own Medieval and Renaissance musical 
instruments with Craig Woodson's hands-on workshops at 1 1:30 a.m. and 2:30 
p.m. in the Lower/Level Education Classrooms. Informal musical parade around 
the museum grounds follows each workshop. 


Roving Musicians: Kyng Henry's Touring Company — a bevy of costumed 
musicians performing madrigals and other period music throughout the museum 
from 1 1 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Sunday, Sept. 27 Music Workshop, King's Court: (see Saturday's music workshop) 

Lecture: They Didn't Use Cranes: Facts and Fallacies of Arms and Armor by 
Walter J. Karcheski Jr., curator of arms and armor, Higgens Armory Museum, 
Worcester, Mass., at 2 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. 


(more. . .) 



CMA/Armor Court Festival-S 


Theater Weekend 

Oct. 2, 3, 4 

Friday, Oct. 2 Theater Symposium: Shakespeare, Armor and Richard III. The Great Lakes 

Theater Festival collaborates with CMA and presents an in-depth look at the 
artistic process involved in the production of Richard 111; at 7:30 p.m. in Gartner 
Auditorium. Free tickets are required. Call the museum's Membership and Ticket 
Center.* 

Indoor Garden Court: Laudisti, a vocal group will perform classical music; 
bistro fare from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

Film: Chimes at Midnight (Spain/Switzerland, 1 966), directed by and starring 
Orson Welles; at 7 p.m. in Lecture Hall. Tickets are $6 ($3 for kids ages 12 and 
under) at the Membership and Ticket Center.* 

Saturday, Oct. 3 Theater Workshop: Adults and youths ages 12-16 can participate in two 

simultaneous stage combat workshops with actors/teachers from The Great Lakes 
Theater Festival Residency Program. The adult and youth workshops are from 
2:15 to 3:30 p.m. in the Outdoor Garden Court; limit 30 per session. Advance 
registration is required at the Membership and Ticket Center.* Fee is $2, $1 CMA 
members. Utilizing stage combat techniques, workshop participants will present a 
scene form Romeo and Juliet following the workshops. Workshops and 
presentation repeated on Sunday, Oct. 4. 

Puppet Show: Acting Out Touring Company will spin tall "tails" about dragons. 
Shows are at 1 1 :30 a.m., 12:30 p.m. and 1 :30 p.m. in the Lecture Hall. Puppet 
show repeated on Sunday, Oct. 4. 

Hands-on Workshops: Family workshops will create Medieval and Renaissance- 
inspired headpieces and costume accessories. A drop-in event between 1 1 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. in the Lower/Level Education Classrooms. Workshop repeated on 
Sunday, Oct. 4. 

Sunday, Oct. 4 Theater Workshop, Puppet Show, Hands-on Workshop: (see Saturday's 
listing) 

Hands-on Workshop: Families can create objects and images representing 
life in Medieval Europe. A drop-in event between 1 :30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. in the 
Indoor Garden Court. 

Lecture: The Development of Tournaments from Military Exercise to Pageant by 
Matthias Pfaffenbichler, curator of arms and armor at the Imperial Armouries in 
Vienna, Austria at 2 p.m. in the Recital Hall. 
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Medieval Games Weekend 

Oct. 9, 10, 11 

Friday, Oct. 9 Indoor Garden Court: Ken Be performs classical lute music; bistro fare from 6 

to 8:30 p.m. 

Film: The Seventh Seal (Sweden, 1957, subtitles), directed by Ingmar Bergman; 
at 7 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. Tickets are $6 ($3 for kids ages 12 and under) at 
the Membership and Ticket Center.* 

Saturday, Oct. 10 Human Chess Match: Performers take on the roles of chess pieces and play a 
human chess match on a life-sized chess board from 3 to 4:30 p.m. on the 
museum's south steps above the lagoon. 

Medieval Juggler: Patrick Jolly gives two performances, demonstrating the art 
and fun of juggling from noon to 12:40 p.m. and 2 to 2:40 p.m. in the Outdoor 
Garden Court. 

Herbalist: Judi Strauss teaches visitors how to make their own "good dreams 
bag." A drop-in event between 1 1 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the Lower Level/Education 
Classrooms. 

Hands-on Workshop: Families can learn how to play Medieval and Renaissance 
games. A drop-in event between 1 1 a.m. and 4 p.m. in the Lower 
Level/Education Classrooms. 

Sunday, Oct. 1 1 Human Chess Match, Medieval Juggler and Herbalist: (see Saturday's 
listings) 

Dance: The boisterous folk dancers of Rigor Morris stomp their feet, clash sticks 
and chase away evil while performing Medieval English Morris folk dances — a 
form of 13th-century Spanish "Moresco" dancing. Performances at 1 1:30 a.m., 

1 :30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. in the Outdoor Garden Court. 

Hands-on Workshop: Families can create objects and images representing life 
in Medieval Europe. A drop-in event between 1:30 and 4 p.m. in the Indoor 
Garden Court. 

Lecture: History of the Saxon Electoral Armouries at Dresden by Holger 
Schuckelt, curator of arms and armor at the Saxon Electoral Armouries of 
Dresden, Germany at 2 p.m. in the Recital Hall. 


(more. . .) 
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Friday, Oct. 16 Indoor Garden Court: Jason Vieaux plays guitar; bistro fare from 
6 to 8:30 p.m. 

Film: Monty Python and the Holy Grail (British, 1975), directed by Terry Gilliam 
and Terry Jones; at 7 p.m. in the Outdoor Garden Court. Tickets are $6 ($3 for kids 
ages 12 and under) at the Membership and Ticket Center.* 

Saturday, Oct. 17 Tournament Games: Knights face off in combat when Combatants Keep, a 
professional equestrian jousting troupe, demonstrates a knighfs many skills. 
Performances are 1 1 :30, 1 :30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. on the museum's south lawn above 
the lagoon. 

Lecture: Castle Confidential: The Inside Scoop on Life Behind the Castle Walls by 
Paul B. Newman at 2 p.m. in the Lecture Hall. 

King's Court: Meet the characters of Kyng Henry's Touring Company. King Henry 
VIII, his queen and court will stroll through the museum grounds and talk with 
visitors about what life was like in the 16th century; 1 1 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Armored Animals: See how animals from the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo adapt to 
nature with built-in armor of their own from 1 1 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Indoor Garden 
Court. 

Castle Building: Create a Medieval castle with the American Institute of Architects 
in a group project to build a giant castle from 1 1 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the Outdoor 
Garden Court. 

Sunday, Oct. 18 Tournament Games, Hands-on Workshop, King's Court, Armored Animals: 
(see Saturday's listings) 

Lecture: The New Royal Armouries Museum in Leeds by G.M. Wilson, master of the 
Royal Armouries of Great Britain in Leeds, England at 2 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. 

Lecture: Castle Confidential: The Inside Scoop on Life Behind the Castle Walls by 
Paul B. Newman at 12:30 p.m. in the Recital Hall. 

Hands-on Workshop: Families can build their own castles. A drop-in event 
between 1 :30 and 4 p.m. in the Indoor Garden Court. 

Family Express: Castles Inside and Out. Families explore medieval art in search of 
castles and create their own pop-up castle. A drop-in event between 3 and 4:30 p.m. 
in the Lower Level/Education Classrooms. 

♦ ♦ * 

* Visitors can purchase tickets at the Membership and Ticketing Center located in the CMA lobby or by 
calling 1-888-CMA-0033 or (216) 421-7350. 


### 



